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handledby one in the past it is hoped that a more intensive 

coverage of the area can now be made. But that is getting a 

little ahead of the story for the Anna Jackman did not arrive 
on the field until the first of the summer. 

The work of the past year has been similar to that of 
prior years. The early months of the yea r were spent almost 
entirely in the itinerate evangelistic visitation. This 
year a greater effort was made to visit the Coast Guard. 
Lighthouse stations and in nearly every case a very warm 
welcome was given to the ships crewe The usual pattern was 
to arrive at the station in the early afternoon, to go ashore 
and visit with the men and in some cases to have private 
conversation and counseling with individuals. Then if the men 
desire we bring ashore our film projector and in the evening 
show some religious filmse Quite often these are followed by 
a good discussion, In nearly every case we leave religious 
magazines and tracts and in some cases a New Testament is given 
to @ mane 

A very similar pattern,is followed at the radio communi- 
cation stations run by the CAA except that here we are meeting 
a married couple who sometimes have small children. In such 
cases we have opportunity to leave material for the spiritual 
help and growth of both parent and child. With some variation 
the program is similar at the logging camps, the small fishing 
camps, with the cannery watchmen, and the occasional cabin 
of a man who wants to live out in the woods to hunt and fish 
and to ™ get away from it all". At one point we came across 
@ small logging camp composed of a dozen families who were all 
Seventh Day Adventistse We had a good time with them and if 
nothing else was accomplished they vat least realized that the 
Yresbyterian Church had Chrisitans in it tooe In another place 
we stopped a& a small fishing village composed almost entirely 
of old retired people nome of whom were particularly concerned 
whether we were there or not. At least that was the outward 
expression although you never know what the Holy Spirit will 
doe Sometimes all you can do is to keep spreading the seed 
on what looks like rocky soil. ! RETRO ga) ' 

Springtime saw the begining of the transportation work 
of the ship with the bringing of the deligates to the meeting 
of Presbytery. Of course this too is an important work of 

the ship as it makes possible the gathering of a number of 
the Church people for the inspiration and the labor of such 
a meeting. 

Time must be taken too for some yearly maintainence:on 
the ship. Some of the routine work can be done all year round 
but things like exterior painting must be held off until the 
good weather of spring. At this time also the ship is dry- 
docked for examination, repair and painting of the hull. This 
is a job where the whole family of the crew members can helps 
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Lew 


Everbody gets into the ast with a paint brush or a cleaning 
rage 
Off we go for the summer program. First it was a trip 

to pick up délagates to a Leadership Training Conference and 
take them to Haines and back home. Then we started transport= 
to their homes. Then off to pick up our team for the Vacation 
Bible School work and the start of that job. As in past years 
we carried on a two week school in three seperate places . In 
addition to the actual classes in the morning we had a recrea- 
tion program in the afternoon for the children and on some 
evenings for the adults. On other evenings we showed films or 
had a Church servicee Along with all this there was the oppor= 
tunity to counsel with people and to try to help them with 
their problems. At Pelican the people again asked for 
cebu Church services on a more regular basis during the 
winter. 

Then summer is over and there is time for the crew to 
relax a little and to spend more time with the family before 
the start of the fall program of visitation again, In Sept- 
ember and October the ship was out of service since it did 
not have a ‘skipper but the work was carried on by the Anna 
Jackmane Again we were back to visiting the Coast Guard stations 
and the logging camps with a tradspoxtenien trip for the fall 
meeting of Presbytery thrown ine I am begining to make the 
second and third visit to some of the points and find that ¢ 
some of the work has borne fruit. At one Lighthouse the Officer 
in Charge told How glad he was to see us and how the previous 
Officer had spoken of our last visit and had even started read~ 
ing his Bible as a result of that visite. He had even reccomend= 
ed the practice to the present mane jeer , 

‘ ‘The days are growing shorter now; the weather becomes 
worse and we have adjust our schedule accordinglye Although 

we are able to see fewer people in a given time quite often 

a storm holds us at one point several days and we have a 
chance for a longer visit with a family or a group. 

So it goese The work has its ups and downs; times when 
it seems that something worthwhile is being down and times when 
there seems to be no outward indication of much accomplishment. 
But it has been a good year and we have been able to bring 
the ministry of the Christian Church to a number of people. 

In some cases the Church was the last thing they expected to 
see, espécially if it came disguised as a ship and the minister 
was dressed in ordinary work clothes. But there it was never- 
theless, and we trust that we have in one way or another 
presented the claims of Jesus Christ to those who do not know 
Him and have encouraged the growth of those who are a part of 
the great body of Christe 


Richard Te Stussi 
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Dear Friends, 


This is far overdue and though there still is not time to do it. we will let 
other things go for a bit and le* vou wonderful folks know a bit of what has been 
going on in this part of the soon-iw-ve Stste of Alaska. Most of you know that 
after the removal of the brain timox late in January in Philedelpoia. I had re- 
cuperated most of February and tnen my wire cesn and I went cown to Jeckscnville 
Beach, Florida where the Anna Jackman wes nearing completion. We kad nearly a 
month there as the final detaiis took more time than liad bean anticipated. 


The beautiful and impre:sive service of dedication was held while some work 
was still to be done, but by the end of March wa wore able to leave, The trip 
around through the Panama Canii was ovite an exneriernce for us Alaskans. We 
stopped first at Miami “or cpen house and cedication of the two small boats given 
by the churches of the Greater Miami area. The next stoo, over Easter Sunday, was 
in Kingston, Jamaice where We enjcyed services in a reel Scotch Presbyterian Church. 
From thers to the Canal was 500 miles across the Babe Lee OLy, os er hea: Gy with 
its constent tredewind which gave us a bit of rolling but no trovt 


We fucled again at Balboa as we left the Canal, ard incidentally the pilot 
assigned to us for the trip through the Canal wes a Presbyterian. We stopped twice 
for fuel in Mexico: the first time in Salina Cruz and the sccord in Manzanillo, 

We might have made it througn with only one stop, out if eny weather hed delayed 

us we would heve been apt to run out of fuel, so we just didn't take the chence, 

We did heve quite a head wind to buck up the northern Mex’ can ecass, but it was 

just 2 good test of the boat and s-ve us no real difficulcy. jo lost a good deal 
of time making the fuel stcps. It would take only a few hours +0 yet the fuel, but 
it somevimce took days to handle the official red tape ond be on our woy. ‘The 
longest run without stopping was seven days. Of course, we would stop while at sea, 
about once a day, to check oil, ctc., in the engines. Usualiy when we did that 
most of thc crew would take a quick look for sharks anc tocu just overboard for a 
hesty swim. The heat was a bit of 2 probiem for us sincs we were nov uscd to it, 
but it really was not unusual for thet crea. Tt was much better fcr us, however, 
even by the time we reached Southern Californie, as the ovcan and ths air had cooled 
noticesbly. It was about that time thet we quit living on cold gouiccs ete. from 
the rcfrigerator end went back to cooking egain. 


By the time we reached California we were so lete that we had to shorten our 
scheduled stops for fclks to sce the boat. Ono stop even had to b= climinated, to 
our great sorrow. Considerable work hed to be done in Scattic for the final leg of 
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the trip to Alaska. Tho boat missed the scheduled Senior Hi camp end that cemp was 
canceled but we did make the Junior Hi camp which followed, though we were just one 
day late, even for that. We ran steady from Seattle to Ketchikan and then to Haines 
by way of almost overy village and one large logging cemp, picking up delegates for 
the camp. Reinbow Glacier Camp is near Haines, at the mouth of the Chilkat River 
and in sight of at least four glaciers. From camp it is possible during the summer’ 
to drive the country road to Haines and thence on the Haines cutoff 140 miles up 
into Canada to the Alcan highway, and from there to anywhere. We have yet to see 
the Alcan, but meny folks from here now have gone that way. We had picked up 2 load 
of freight in Seattle for our ministers up here and that was unloaded as we picked 
up delegates for camp. We had 54 on board by the time we made the last Stop but 

the boat was not nearly as crowded as the old one is with 30 on board. The sleep- 
ing accomodations are so much more adequate, the galley is beyond words to proper- 
ly describe, and the spacious chapel, all take care of 2 crowd so casily and com- 
fortably. 


The boat swung right into the summer schedule of Vacation Church Schools as 
soon es the camp trips were finished. This year our daughter Jean had to stay with 
her grandmother in Sitka who had had 2 stroke and needed help. In her place tcach- 
ing we were most fortunate in having Joan Renkin who was up with us 5 years ago and 
then spent three years in Tehren teaching in the Presbyterian School. We also had 
Rev. Bill Zeiger who is the minister assigned permenently to the Anna Jeckman. The 
schools this year turned out very well. For one thing, several churehes had most 
generously supplied materials to be used and this year for the first time we had 
what was needed to do a complete job. The results were far beyond expectations. 
The folks in one large logging eamp got so interested the first week that they 
asked for an evening of Bible study for themsclves, It was supposed to be from 
8;30 to ten one evening, but did not break up until midnight, and then only on the 
condition Bill continue the next evening. A good group of the felks met every 
one of the five remaining nights there. We really hated to leave them but other 
places simply had to be token care of also. Bill was able to leave them books and 
instructions on conducting their own studies. One of the visible rcsults was in 
that one young woman had her airplane ticket to the States alrcady bought and her 
rescrvation made to leave her husband. She turned in her ticket and cancelled hor 
reservation, The family is now enjoying their married life in a way thcy hadn't 
known before, Another item--Bill was eble to show them their common Christian be- 
lief and thus a more loving, hcalthier atmosphere now exists where there was strife 
one family with another, beeause there were several denominations represented, and 
at least two of them felt thcirs tho only one. We've been able to get beck there 
just recently for 2 Sunday Servite as well as two nights of further stucy and 
counseling. The time we can give any one grcup is so limited but that does make it 
all the more gratifying to see what the Lord is sble to do with even so little. A 
number of these places have taken enough responsibility to have their own Sunday 
Schools. We were sspecially thankful that you folks had furnished encugh of some 
materials that we could lcave some several of these places. The folks themselves 
ere most grateful also end do appreciate the fect that other folks so fer away do 
have an interest in them and are willing to lem @ hand. 


There was a meeting of fall Presbytery this year, st Craig, and we picked up 
delegates from as many places as possible. Some of them had to fly, but for the 
first time a meeting of Presbytcry was held with none of the ministers missing a 
Sunday from their own pulpits. We started out from Skagway right after church and 
maneged tc reach Craig Tuesday afternoon. The sessions were concise and efficient, 
and held to two and a half days, which let us get back to the pleces we hed taken 
them from cn our way beck to Skagway by Saturday evening. 


One of the main items of importance to you folks is the fact that = few weeks 
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ago the headquarters for the Anna Jackman wos moved from Juncou to “cetersbureg,. 
Rev. Bill Zeiger had to have his household things moved down, which made quite a 
load, but is just one of those jobs the boat was built for, Our adiress now is 
Box 422, Petersburg, Alaskan. Our thiugs are still in storage in Juncau, having 
been there since before we went out on the furlough which turned out to also be a 
time of medical care and then delivery of the new boot. This yoar our two younger 
boys are taking correspondence Schooling so that our femily can be on the bort. 
The daughter, whe is ¢ junior in high school is staying with her grandmother in 
Sitka and going to school there. We are most thankful to be able to have so much 
of the family together after so many years otherwise, and then too, we do now have 
Deen to provide the needs we have had increasingly in recent years when we visit 
the outlying places where we now find so many women and children. Petersburg is 

a much more central location for the boat as the new one will be called on even 
more than the old one, though there is much hope now thet the church will be able 
to keep both boats operating. Certainly there is ample need for both boats 2nd 
the old one would not have to have os much work done on it to make it satisfactory 
for the second boat. The second boat would not need to be involved in so maliy 
transportation trips but could spend most of the time visiting the isolated hab- 
itations, which is the part of the work thet gets neglected when something clse 
has to be done. We have been able to start the winter progrem of visitation and 
from now on until spring that should be the main task, though there will be other 
trips occasionally all through the winter. This boat is so well adapted to the 
work that is to be done that it is a source of constant thankfulness to our Lord 
for His provision, even though there is no other reascen for the boat to be here 
but to do His will and accomplish His work, in His wey. One little evidence of 
the utility of this boet is shown by the fact th2t there have been more services 
held on board already than on the other boat in five years, 


Our whole family expresses their most heartfelt thankfulness to so many of 
you wonderful people who did so much for us, both on our trip with the family, 
anc. then afterward when my head had to be repaired. Truly the age of miracies is 
not past. I am now nearly as gocd as I cver was. There never will be any fecling 
in the left side of my face, nor can I ever bite on that side, because the tumor 
ruincd those two sets of nerves. The left eye has not come back to normel as 
fast as had been hoped, but if it never does it leaves so very much to be thankful 
for as it con still be used when needed for judging distance ete. though it is 
not good enough for any detail, We do thank Our Lord so very much, and the very 
thoughtful and generous folks He had ready when they were needed. We appreciated 
greatly being able to become acquainted with so many who are vitally interested 
in what God has to do up here. It helps us tremendously to be able to know those 
to whom we write, and we do hope it will not be so long next time before you hear 
from us 2gain. Thanks again for everything. 


Aug. 7, 1956 


Dear Mildred: 


I should heve addressed this to "Miss Patience" but we do appreciate your long- 
suffering even thaugh we do take advantage of it. Say, this typewriiter appears to 
have suffered a Bit from the trip also. I've been cver half an hour getting this 
far as things seemed to be out of adjustment. Now it is all 0. K. except the m and 
it is useable. This illustrates the fact that we have had a lot more small troubles 
with this new boat than we expect to have after a while simpphy because all this new 
equipment has to be broken in and shaken down. There have even been some things 
that wouldn't work at all until changed or repaired, but thet is characteristic of 
any new mechanical gadgets. Actually, and this is for background only and shouldn't 
be advertised, we really put ourselves on God's neck very forcibly by starting out 
on such an open ocean voyage with so little operating time on everything from the 
two main engines right on down. We knew that before we started and knew also that 
since He led us into it, He would see us through. At least the typewriter is work. 
ing better now. 


We have been going full speed ever since we got here, as you will see as the 
schedule comes out, but do want to get something to you. My understanding is that 
wheat you need is facts and figures and not the finished product so we will try to 
furnish the rough details. My wife, Deen, is in Sitka for a time as her mother 
had a stroke and needs help but our daughter was able to take care of things until 
tre DVBS schedule was completed last week. Deen is sending you her impressions of 
the trip separately to save time, and then if you have time to ask more specific 
questions we can do our best to give you what you need. Most of the pictures will 
have to come later as she is the photographer but is away from her equipment right 
now. We really didn't get much in the way of pix on the trip around anyway. The 
ones enclosed are prize possessions as they were sent by one of the ministers in 
Seattle of the dedications there. The one of the picture taken inside the chapel 
on the bout is the only decent one of thst picture I have seen as yet. The one 

‘with the ‘our of us alongside the boat is especially dear to me as the one next to 
me is Rev, Bromley, who put in so many years up here es minister in the villages 
and also on the earlier mission boats. The one in the center of the three retired 
men is Rev. Jack Webster who married us in front of his fireplace in the manse in 
Sitka in 1940 and served many years up here, and the other is Rev. Swogger who also 
was up here for a long time. Dr. Jackman can give you more definite information on 
length of service etc. for them than I can. The other, that I have no pic of but 
who came aboard in Astoria, as later chronicled, is David Waggoner, who is grand- 
daddy of ‘em all I think in point of service. He gave me the book which is the 
compilation of courses from place that he used up here more than thirty years ago 
and needless to say it means a great deal to me. I would much rather have had him 
in the picture with the other three than myself. I am going to try to get the neg- 
atives for these pix but please guard these until I do fot sure. 


Before we actually take off on the trip around we want to state clearly what I 


know is already understood in that this whole undertaking has, is and will be fraught 
with as much miraculous power from our God as anything He has ever had to do, just 
about. We personally were utterly dependent on Him for all that was entirely impos- 
sible for any human wisdom. And yet He worked things out so simply and thoroughly 
and plainly that no time was there the slightest doubt or fear. Some of the things 
He worked out that were necessary to happen now, He had started moving years ago, 
with perfect timing for the time needed. 


My wife and I were in Jacksonville for nearly three weeks before the bost was 
finally ready to go. fhe completion had been delayed by the fire and then by the 
wost unheard of winter. The folks there simply would not believe the Native fellows 
who came down to help us around when they said that the minimum temperature last 
winter in Hydaburg was 25 degrees, because it had gone down to 19 in Jacksonville. 
During the three weeks the crew all came in, we had the three Alsskan Native men, 
Sam Douglas of Hydaburg and a Haida, Sam Jackson from Kake and a Thlinget, and Henry 
Faweett of Metlakatla and a Tsimpsean. All are alumni of SJS and were the backbone 
of the crew, standing wheel and lookout watches 4hrs. on and 8 off 24 hrs a day 7 
days a week when at sea. Mr. and Mrs. Stussi and my wife and I filled out the reg- 
ular crew and then we had Glen Carson's brother helping out greatly all the way to 
Cal. plus several navigators, one after the other on various legs of the trip. Dick 
Stussi acted as engineer for the trip and the two women were cooking. All the rest 
of us cooked too for that matter while we were in the tropics but that is a different 
meaning for the word cooking. After the dedication the yard really turned on the 
heat and the boat finally left early the morning of March 28. Several men from the 
yard went along to pilot us out to deep water and to make sure last minute items 
were taken care of. They were all dropped off at Mayport, at the mouth of the St. 
Johns River and a few minutes we were out on the Atlantic, headed south. Everyone 
was certainly gled to be traveling. We had all had to have shots to take care of the 
health requirements. The Native fellows from Alaska were giving their time and were 
due to go halibut fishing the 4th of May so we had no time at all to spare. The 
run down to Miami, about 300 miles, was very nice. We went past Cape Ganaveral late 
at night and saw lots of lights but no rockets. Some of the hotels along the beach 
the foloowing day are certainly wonderful sights. 


The folks at Miami had made arrangements for our mooring and had a very nice 
service on the boat Sunday afternoon in dedication of the two outboard tender boats 
that were given by the churches of the greater Miami area and which are an indis- 
pensable part of the necessary equipment. Sometimes those small boats do more work 
than the big bost, in ferrying people ashore when we have to anchor out and in run- 
ning back to isolated habitations where it is too dangerous to go with larger craft. 
These sturdy little bosts get hard usage throughout the winter also, and are very 
much appreciated by everyone up here. Also im Miami the two main engines were 
thoroughly checked over and retested to make them as safe as possible for the long 
jumps ahead. Henry Fawcett found the picture that is now mounted in the chapel and 
donated it to the bost also. This picture showing Christ with His hand on the 
shoulder of the man steering the boat and pointing the way to go is certainly typ- 
4cal of the service of this boat also. That is the only reason for the boat, end it 
is also the way the boat operates. I doubt that Sallman, who painted it, ever heard 
of us, but he certainly couldn't have done any better if he had been up here. After 
the final testing of t»e engines and fueling and last minute items of food and sup. 
plies, the boat headed out Wednesday afternoon, April 2. The customs people were 
very accomodating and all details were readily taken care of, Miami is actually 
West of the Panama Canal, which was a surprise to us when we first started checking 
cherts for the trip. We headed straight across to the Bahamas from Miami to get 
across the strong northward flowing Gulf Stream as soon as possible. Along the 
Bahamas we traveled for hours in water shallow enough to clearly see the beautiful 
sand bottom, but out of sight of land. As the saying goes, the nearest land was 
straight down. We ssw the first of the flying fish that were with us for much of 
the trip and also the very beautiful colored but transparent Portuguese Man'o war 


Mr. Carson had a fish line dragging behind which apparently hooked something as he lost 
two large hooks at different times. The line was very stout so whatever took it must 
have been huge. We went around the east end of Cuba and smelled much smoke. “arlier 
we had intended to stop there for fuel but the revolution made it inadvisable. We 
passed Santiago three days after the rebels captured it, and went on across the first 
othe pitbpar Carribean Sea to Kingson, Jamaica with practically calm seas and very 
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We arrived in Kingston Harbor about midnight Saturday the night before Easter. The 
customs, immigration end health authorities were very friendly. They made arrangements 
for us to moor at the Yacht Club, as otherwise we would have had to anchor out. Kingston 
is much more of the old world than we had ever seen. A Presbyterian minister even 
heard we were in town, through the customs men, and came down to see us. We were able 
to attend services at his church and also to go with him that evening to the main, 
huge Scotch Presbyterian Church downtown where selected folks from most of the choirs 
in town gave a perfectly beautiful concert. It turned out that in the British Empire 
when a holiday falls on Sunday, then “onday is also a holiday, so we were unable to 
get fuel Monday so really did some sightseeing. We say sugar cane and bananas growing 
for the first time in our lives. They have carts pulled by donkeys on the streets 
selling coconuts and when you buy one they cut the end off so the milk can be drank 
right out of the shell but somehow we didn't like the taste. Our minister friend took 
us over quite a bit of that end of the island. Traffic keeps to the left here which was 
new to us too, We couldn't understand why we couldn't cool the boat off even after 
the sun went down. The heat during the day was hard on this Alaskan crew. Both 
the boat and crew were insulated for a different climate. At night the cabin on the 
boat was at least bearable but down below it just wouldn't cool off, and then we put 
a thermometer over the side and discovered that the whole ocean was 85 degrees. The 
Customs department usually puts a guard on ships when in port so they don't smuggle 
off something illegal but with us they put into a drawer what we had that was on board, 
mostly cigarettes Mr. Carson had, and sealed the drawer with a big sticker and we were 
not to open the drawer until we got to sea again. The red tape to clear for leaving 
was much more complicated so after taking fuel Tuesday morning we wpent the rest of 
the day seeing the necessary officials. We finally had to get the services of a reg- 
ular shipping agent, who very graciously took care of the details and wouldn't even 
charge us for his services. 


The Carribean was much rougher as we left Kingston, and stayed about the same 
right down to the Canal. The Hast wind blows almost steadily in this area and while 
the sea isn't dangerous it builds up to the point where the boat was difficult to 
stand vp in or on and no one dared to let go with one hand until he had hold of some- 
thing with the other. We headed slightly into the wind for the first part of the run 
to keep from rolling too heavily and then headed down to the Canal with the wind and 
sea slightly on our stern. The traffic was heavy along the whole run down to the 
Canal, this part of the ocean being almost like a highway. We got into Cristobal, 
the Atlantic or Cerkibean entrance, Friday evening and were told where to anchor by 
the authorities. They came aboard later on and did the necessary paper work of 
customs ete. but in addition had to measure the boat inside and out to determine 
the charges for the “anal. If this boat ever goes there again they will have a 
record and will not have to measure again. They have all the data on every ship 
that has ever been through. ‘Saturday was involved with red tape and details about 
fueling but we were finally scheduled through as the first movement Sunday morning. 
Saturday evening we ate ashore at the local yacht clug where very good steak dinners 
with plenty of trimmings cost $1.10. We did some shopping, canned things from the 
States were not cheap but other items were. The cooks got a full stalk of bananas 
for $1.50 so we had bananas and banana salad and banana bread every other concoction 

with bananas that was known. In Alaska bananas cost 35¢ a pound. In Cristobal we 
saw the train that goes beck and forth across the isthmus several times a day. 


The trip through the Panama Canal was very pleasant. All vessels are required 
to have a pilot and the one who was sent down for us was a Presbyterian, He told us 
much of the interesting parts of the worlings as well as the scenery. We hardly 
had the anchor up when we came to the first set of locks. Being a small craft we 
were scheduled through with a ship which was not large as ships go, so that there was 
plenty of room for us both at once. The ship went ahead and we saw how the "mules", 
electric driven locomotives put heavy cables on ships and pull them into position. 

Two mules in front, one on each side, and two behind, one on each side, can pull 
evenly and expertly and place the largest ships snugly in between the high concrete 
walls without the ship toughing a thing. We didn't require mules, simply ran in 

and used our own lines. The first locks are in three sections and lift the whole 
distance in those three steps. Our lines would be stretched way up to the edge and 
the fellows would have to keep hauling in as we raised up. The leke formed by those 
locks is said to have been the largest man-made lake in the world until some dam was 
built in the U. S. It took us over an hour to run the length of the lake and enter 
the part of the Canal which was dug through the backbone of the continents. Traffic 
through the Canal is rigidly controlled by the Canal Authority which has several signal 
Stations along the way. The ship we were traveling with had to slow down so we passed 
him and went through the narrow parts by ourselves, though we met several large ships 
going the opposite direction but we were small enough to get over and give them 

plenty of room. The drop back down to the Pacific level is not done all at the same 
place. The first drop is two steps and then the third is a couple miles farther on 
and right close to Balboa, where we tied up Sunday afternoon. There was a big Pel- 
ican swimming around in one of the locks as we came down. When the lock was about down 
to level and the huge steel gates were about to open the Pelican swam right up to the 
gates and then right on through just as they started to open. It was obvious he had 
made many trips through. No one was permitted off the boat coming through. One of 
the fellows stepped off as we waited at the top of one lock to be lowered, and a guard 
with a gun told him to get back on the boat. Unele Sam is taking no chances with sab- 
otage here. We had to get some five gallon cans in Balboa to put drinking water in 
because the treatment inside the boat tanks was too new and after only a few hours the 
water tasted too strong to drink, It was all right for washing ete. however. Sunday 
night a friend of Mr. Carson's showed us around Panama City and also took us to supper; 
We were all fueled up ete. and ready to go when a pilot was available at 2 Monday 
afternoon. Here again we had to get the services of a regular agent to help with the 
red tape and this one would not charge us either. 


From the Canal on, all the way to Alaska about all we had to do was to follow 
the coast. This time of year practically all the strong winds come off the shore 
so the closer a boat is the better, as long as one doesn't run on a reef or sandbar. 
The air was full of smoke. We were told that there is a tremendous business of making 
chareoal all along here and with the wind offshore there was much of the time that we 
could not see shore at all. The radar was invaluable, even more so because our depthe- 
sounder was out of order. The ocean must have been covered with American tuna boats, 
judging by the number we could hear on the radio 24 hours a day. We passed a number 
of huge turtles floating on the surface and occasionally would sight a school of por- 
poises somewhat different than the ones we have up north. These southern ones jump 
high into the air now and then, apparently just for the fun of it. We had two large 
auxiliary fuel tanks mounted on top of the engine room for 500 gallons of additional 
fuel. This was used first so that if we ran into a storm we would have as little 
weight above the waterline as possible but even with that amount of fuel we had to 
stop twice in Mexico. We had considerable lightning and then in the middle of the 
night the sky really opened up. It was almost like running the boat under a water- 
fall but only lasted a short time. Even the rain was warm however, and along Costa 
Rica the ocean temperature came up to 88 degrees, 


The first stop in “Mexico was -alina Cruz which is a "free port", meaning no duty 
ete. There is a large shrimp fleet working out of the free port. We anchored in the 
outer harbor until we secured the services of an interpreter who took care of the ne 
essary de ‘ 3 _and the } irbor where +s 


tied up in the midst of the Mexican shrimp fishermen. Practically no one could speak 
any English here, and none of us spoke any Spanish but our interpreter did very well 
by us. The skipper of one of the shrimp boats spoke English well, having gone to 
school in the States for a time, and we learned much from him of the conditions of 

t @ country and about the fishing etc. The port seemed to be very busy. Many large 
refrigerated trailer trucks waited as the boats brought in the shrimp and as soon a6 
a truck was loaded it started off on the long haul to the States, where we were told, 
practically all the Mexican shrimp are sold. The inner harbor has a fairly narrow 
entrance between two huge ocean docks. This entrance is spanned by a footbridge dur- 
ing the day. We were ready to go at noon on Monday the 20th, having come in the day 
before, but the bridge did was not scheduled to open until two P.M. About 1:45 quite 
a number of boats cast off and slowly maneuvered along in the general direction of 
the entrance, so we did likewise, When the bridge opened high powered shrimp boats 
streamed out single file and almost touching each other. We were just a little slow 
joining the rush and as we swung clear saw why the inner boats were in such a hurry. 
On the outside there were just as many boats milling around waiting to come in and 

if they got started than whoever was left inside would have to wait. We were the 
last to come out but did make it, barely. . 


Simply following the Mexican coast kept bringing us more pleasant conditions 
every day. The ocean was gradually cooling off and the air was not so hot and humid. 
The smoke had disappeared too, and some of that coast was quite rugged and mountain- 
ous. Other places had quite high hills which were pure sand. We couldn't imagine 
how the sand got piled so high. The ocean was generally quite calm, by Alaskan stan- 
dards at least. The wind seemed to gradually be working itself around to where it 
would be coming along the shore at us instead of off the shore but so far was very 
rice. The last Mexican fuel stop was Manzanillo. This harbor has a breakwater but 
the ocean swell comes in anyway. The pilot we got to take us in had us drop our 
anchor and then back our stern in to the oil dock but even then the surge broke lines 
and had to be watched. After fueling we anchored in front of town and used the small 
boat to go ashore. Almost everything in the stores here was much cheaper than in the 
States. One American couple visiting there told us they actually thought they could 
live in that part of Mexico on their social security checks. We had to spend one 
night st the oil dock, which was very strongly constructed of concrete piling, with 
conerete bracing about twelve inches thick between the piling. The night we were 
there a boy about ten years of age slept on one of those braces all night. His 
clothes were very ragged. We passed some breakfast over to him but were afraid to 
let him come aboard because of the amount of disease he might bring. I suppose we 
have youngsters like that in our country too, but it dhds something t@ us, never- 
theless. 


Kot long after leaving Manzanillo on April 26th, we got in on the 24th, the 
wind did haul around enough to build up a bit of a head sea and to cut down our 
speed somewhat. The stretch across the Gulf of Lower California is a notorious 
spot but was not bad at all for us. From there on to San Diego however we bucked 
211 the way. It wasn't bad enough to have to slow the engines down for but made 
the boat jump and buck considerable. 


We arrived back in the U.S.A. at San Diego just after noon on the 2nd of May. 
We were able to get all details of customs and immigration end public health taken 
care of before quitting time and so went on that night. We lost Sam Jackson and 
Mr. Carson here also. Sam had to get back to fish halibut. His plane left that 
night and stopping at Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle he still made it 
through Ketchikan to Petersburg the following day and caught his family there as it 
took ice for the first of the season which opened the next day. From Sah Diego we 
made the short run to Newport Beach, arriving there Saturday morning and getting 
things a bit cleaned up and ready for the first of several open house stops. There 
must have been much publicity in the Los Angeles area because a largecrowd of folks 
came down to see the boat all Sunday afternoon. Some of the ladies noticed we had no 
electric mixer so quietly went and bought us one, bless their hearts. Here also we 
lost. Henry Fawcett and Sam Douglas. We had been so long getting that far thet the © 


boys had to get on back home. Lt. Ted Brown who is in the Covst Guard at Juneau had 
some time off and came down to meet us and give us some very much appreciated help 
on up to Seattle. There sere several Alaskan folks who visited the boat here and who 
we were most happy to see. It was almost like coming home for us, and everyone was 
so very helpful, 


The wind from here on was all Northwest, which meant thet 1t was right in our 
face. We had a little fog but with the radar that was no problem, and we even had 
the depth-sounder working again. We stopped into San Francisco for an open house on 
Wednesday evening and then bucked the Northwest wind sll the way up to the Columbia 
River where we arrived at Astoria early Sunday morning for another open house there 
that day. Here we saw Rev David Waggoner who was missionary in Alaska for many years 
and was on the earlier boats. He was much interested in the new boat as he under- 
stood the conditions under which it would serve. We had hoped to leave Astoria at 
midnight but storm warnings were up and the bar was too dangerous so we waited until 
early morning. The bar still showed us probably the worst sea of the whole trip but 
it only lasted for a short time and then we were out of it. From there on up the 
Washington coast the weather got better the farther we went. That was one of those 
unusual days with no wind of any kind. The weatier was clear and the mountain range 
along the coast Looked more like home all the time. We did not get to Neah Bay until 
one é@'clock in the morning but there was a good sized group of folks from the National 
Missions church there who had waited up to see the boast. They had written ahead to ask 
us to stop. We were there only an hour, and then on in to Seattle. 


A number of things had developed on the trip as needing work so we had called in 
shead to the architect who had all arrangements made. When we called him to tell hin 
when we would be in he told us what boatyard to go to and though it was after hours by 
the time we got through the Lake Washington Ship Canal locks, several of the officials 
were waiting for us so that they could size up the work and heve men ready te start, 
first thing in the morning. It turned out these men were Presbyterians and had more 
than e commercial interest in this boat. By the time Sunday rolled around for the 
well advertised open house there the boat was partly fixed up at least. Time was 
pressing closely though mainly because the summer camp schedule was sbout to begin 
in Alaska and we were needed to get the young people there. As it happened, the first 
camp had to be canceled anyway, but we did make it for the second, only one day late. 
The open house and dedication in Seattle brought out a huge crowd. The weather was 
almost too hot but a very nice day. We were so busy, und there were so many friends to 
see, that we didn't have nearly enough time with anyone. One of the highlights was 
the reunion of three of the men with long terms of service in Alaska. They could 
really appreciate how much more serviceable this boat was to be than anything the 
chureh had had so far. 


After the open house wa went back to the yard to finish the work which took more 
than an additional week to complete. During that time we also loaded considerable 
freight for o number of the men and stations in Alaska and got underway Tuesday evening 
The 27th. The inside passage to Alaska was certainly different than what the boat 
had been running in but was finally back in familiar waters for us. Even the drift- 
wood which is getting increasingly worse in recent years was not bad at all this trip. 
Sometimes Ketchikan has had a waiting list of fishing boats and tugs waiting to get 
hauled out to repair damage done to propellors and shafts by driftwood in the inside 
passage. We did have considerable fog, enough so that without radar we would have 
been stopped, but with the radar we did not even have to slow down. That rather ex- 
pensive electronic devise is worth it's weight in gold. It really gives sll the an. 
swers and adds immeasurably to the safety of the operation, besides permitting us to 
go sefely in weather we could not go at all in before. 


We were already a day late getting to Ketchikan so stopped only long enough to 
pick up our mail and details about the camp itinerary and then headed out for Metla- 
katla, Hydaburg, Craig, Klawock, Kake, Sitka, Yoonah, Auke Bay just out the highway 
from Juneau, and then on to .» ven for the greatly increased capecity of this 
boat we were nearly loaded by the time we reached camp. 


Well, Mildred, so much for that. We barely had kids home from that camp when the 
summer DVBS schedule began. We hed Joan Rankin, a shhool teacher from neer Seattle 
along with Bill Beiger, the second minister assigned to the PrincetonéHall, and my 
wife. In some ways the summer Vaeation Church Schools sre the most important part of 
they whole year's work, but then I reckon no part of God's work can be called more 


wo Sa a This is certainly more humanly satisfying however and shows more visible 
results, 


I certainly seem to have taken up a lot more epace than necessary for saying 
99 little as I heve. If more details about the summer work sre needed please say so. 
I am keeping a copy of this and do expect to have a little time with my wife along 
on the boet this fall when we will not be so crowded for time so we will try to add 
other bits to this but please let us know what elee you need to fill in. 


The ‘most important factor by far of the whole trip around is so hard to put into 
words, That is the tremendous thankfulness we have to our Lord for His meticulous 
and entire care and provision for His boat and crew. Ne one knows how many whole-~ 
hearted thoughts and feelings of utter thankfulness we felt when we finally got to 
our next stop or had finally overcome some almost insurmountable difficulty, or saw 
after it was all over how close we had come to some sort of real trouble. In a very 
minor way it is similsr to the modern use of redar. Old time tug-boat men who used 
to keep going in any kind of weather now won't pull out of town if their radar is 
net working. It is much more evident to us thet without Ged's guidance and wisdom 
and strength etc. etc. etc. we would certainly never make it. 


At least we have made a start, let us know where to go from here. Ye need more 
on whet sort of pietures you need aluyo. If you told me I've forgotten. And do you 
want slides or enapshots. We took a few movies and slides coming sround. I'm not sure 
they are all developed yet, nor whether we took any snmopshots. I know we couldn't 
get a picture of the boat in the Pensma locks because no one could get off to shoot 
ite 


In His Service 
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RELEASE ON THE ANNA JACKWMAN 


es 
ee 


March 10, 1958 


The S. S. Anna Jackman, new flagship of the Presbyterian mission fleet in 
Alaska, willbe launched Warch 16, in Jacksonville, Florida, Participating in the 
dedication will be Dr. Herman L. Turner, pastor of the Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia, and a member of the Board of National Missions of the (U.S.A.) 
Presbyterian Church, who will represent the Board at the ceremonies, and Mrs, John 
Hastie Brown, Syracuse, New York, vice president of the Board who will do the 
christening. Dr. W,. Howard Lee, pastor of the Memorial Church in St, Augustine will 
represent the Synod of Florida, 


The ship is named for the wife of Dr. J. Earl Jackman, who since 193 has headed 
the denomination's mission program in the far North. Dr. and Mrs. Jackman will also 
participate in the dedication, 


After a brief stopover in Miami, where Presbyterians will present two ship's 
tenders, she will start the 5,000-mile cruise to her permanent base in Alaska's 
capital, Juneau, 


An all-steel, twin-engined sixty-five footer, she will be on full-time sea duty 
in the island-studded waterways of southeast Alaska, Dubbed a floating church, she 
carries a pastor and the services of the church to families who’ live in isolated 
logging camps, fishing villages, and remote outposts, "Our job,'"' the ship's 
skipper says, "is to get a preacher to the people,' 


The motorship, which has a 75-passenger capacity for daylight voyages, can sleep 
28, During the summer months she will ferry volunteer teachers to out-of-the-way 
villages for week-long Bible schools and carry young people to and from church- 
sponsored camps, In spring and fall she will be a water bus to school and toa 
children's home the Board of National Missions maintains at Haines. She is an all- 
weather all-year transport to meetings and training schools for ministers and church 
workers. 


Taking the Anna Jackman on her first voyage is her captain, Mr, Richard V. 
Nelson, a Presbyterian elder who has skippered mission boats for many years. His 
wife Deen will be cook during the boat's estimated six-weeks’ voyage. Also aboard 
for the Florida-to-Alaska run is the Reverend Richard Stussi, who has sailed the 
ship's predecessor, the Princeton Hall, as combined crewman and missionary, and 
Mrs. Stussi. Mr. Stussi is permanent minister-on-board of the mission boat. 


Volunteer seamen from three Indian communities in southeast Alaska complete the 
crew: Henry Fawcett, a Tsimpshean Indian born in Metlakatla, now a candidate for 
the ministry who lives in Spokane, Washington; Sam Douglas, Jr,., a Haida Indian 
from Hydaburg; and Sam Jackson, a Thlinget from Kake. All three are graduates of 
Sheldon Jackson Junior College, a 150-student mission school in Sitka. In addition 
to its "navy" of three ships, the school in Sitka, and the home in Haines, the 
Board of National Missions sponsors in Alaska a radio station in’Sitka, a hospitality 
house in Fairbanks, a mobile missionary along the Alaska Highway, an air ministry at 
Barrow on the Arctic, and 28 churches and 103 outpost missions, 


On her maiden voyage, the Anna Jackman will sail east of Cuba and across the’ 
Caribbean to the Panama Canal. She will make stopovers in San Diego or Long Beach, 
San Francisco, California, Portland, Oregon, Vancouver and Seattle, Washington, 
where local churches have planned programs to welcome her to the Church's Alaskan 
task force, 


Rev. & Mrs. William 4eiger 
M/V ANNA JACKMAN 

Box 658 

Petersburg, Alaska 
November 10, 1958 


Dr. Jd. Harl Jackman 

Dept. of Work in Alaska 
Presbyterian National Missions 
156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N.Y. 
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bringing the Gospel to a people with Christian heritage 
and little commitment taxes the ingenuity of the missioners 
on the field and, I suspect, the Holy Spirit. But there are 
tnose who have shown real prowth and intelligent commitment 
to Him who first called us. In our seed planting business 
for the Lord in Southeast Alaska, we run across all of the 
Biblical obstacles to the growth of the seeds. About the 
same number of people grow to fruition after commitment as 
the parable plant&ngs: about one in five...as if this sort 
of thing could be reduced to statistics. 


During this year, we have been turned down, politely 
tolerated, casually received, greeted as old friends, been 
shown the most gracious hospitality, and our message of Him 
who sent us received with commitment and interest. There 
lies a story for every person with whom we talked. 


AN OPINION OF THE HCONOMIC FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH WH MINISTER. 


At the first of the year, most of Southeast was faced with 
an economic recession which centered in the new pulp industry 
with its dependent logging camps faced with 0% quotas for 
the year. Fishing also was on the downgrade with more boats 
using power gear and an increase of fish traps, with a smaller 
number of fish in prospect. by the end of the year, new con- 
tracts brightemed the outlook for the loggers and many camps 
will be working a six day week until winter weather stops 
them. ishing was poor again this year, though, as always, 
the hard-working boats seemed to make money. However, there 
were more boats which just made expenses. the investment of 
Japanese money in the pulp industry seems to indicate an ex- 
pansion of the economy though there are difficult ptoblems 
to be worked out between private business and the Forest Ser- 
vice. kxploration and prospecting has picked up some with 
the prospects of outside investment, a new ferry system, and 
competition with the existing transportation monopoly. Bureau 
of Public Roads and Army projects provided work this summer 
for quite a few men constructing docks, airplane floats, and 
dredging the Dry Pass-Kocky Pass areas. here were examples 
of unselfish giving when the Lituya bay earthquake struck and 
destroyed the BADGER and SUNDEMORE. The fisherman in the area 
donated a day's catch for the surviming couples TIwo weeks 
later they were back fishing. AS one fisherman expressed it, 
"Someone was looking after them", so they do Aare Age many 
of them, and they have their own way of expressing 1b. 
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tn our Calling, we listen and apply the knowledge of conditions 
and happenings to establish rapport and receptiveness. 


THE BOAT WORK. 


__. During the first half of the year, I was assigned to the 
PXINCETON-HALL and, after June, on the ANNA JACKMAN. Calling 
during the first half of the year was not as steady as it could 
have been owing to changes with skippers, uncertainties about 
the arrival of the new boat, necessary maintenance on the boat, 
and a crippling lay-up caused by insurance difficulties. In 
spite of this, we were able to call in most areas of Southeast 
where there wee priority needs, vis. isolated areas where other 
people do not visit much nor do the residents get into town. 
these included the Coast Guard stations, isolated prospectors, 
cannery watchman's families, and families locatied in lower 
Chatham straits. During the first Haines camp, 1 shifted to 
the ANNA JACKMAN for the summer Bible school program and have 
been on the boat since. Following the Bible schools, we took 

a group of. young peovle to camp and started calling again. We 
have concentrated on following up the work started in the log- 
ging camps this fall and winter. 

HIGHLIGHTS. 

there are many stories that could be told about rewarding 
experiences which drew people to Uhrist or stengthened their 
commitment. On the SdJOG choir tour, the young people put on 
an outstanding demonstration of their faitn in song. specially 
effective and beautiful was a performance put on at the Ketchikan 
High School where they were known as a tough audience. However, 
the K-highers paid respect with their rapt attention. Comments 
heard afterwards testified to the impression created by a Christ- 
ian school. 

At Little Port Walter on Baranof Id., there lives a itutheran 
family who runs the Mish & Wildlife Reaearch Station. They 
invited us for dinner and asked us to hold church services for 
them. We showed them films also. Mrs. Olson gave her daughter 
Sunday school lessons and asked us to give her a lesson. Here 
was a family who knows the value of things eternal and that 
commitment is nourished in practice. 

One of our most effective ministries is among the fellows 
stationed at the Coast Guard Light Stations. They have year- 
long duty with no relief or shore leave and have all of the 
oroblems of enforced isolation. They have no facilities for 
movies, so our films are most welcome and our visits morale - 
building if nothing else. However, one young fellow on Five 
Finger Lt. Sta. has vrofessed a recommitment to Christ after 
some long, serious talks. Others have been encouraged to speak 
openly about their théir faith. The Bosun Mate at Kldred Kock 
Lt. Sta. has the fellows say grace at their meals. Don't ask 
me how he does it, but he has the kind of stability which draws 
respect. 
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The Bible schools, with the exception of Neet's Bay, 
represent the third and four years of effort.. the people 
have become more receptive to our efforts and have accepted 
us into their community. They have us into their homes, 
obtain building space for us, and give of their time and 
effort with helpers for the small children. They also provide 
refreshments for the children and contribute with their money. 
An unexpected out come at Kdna Bay was the request from them 
for an adult Bible class. It developed into a solid nucleus 
(lI hope not exclusive) which has attended faithfully every 
time we visit. One of their number paid most of her own way 
to a leadership training conference at Anchorage. from that 
experience, she came home and has been conducting a Sunday 
school regularly with an attendance of l,0 children...nearly 
every child in camp. There are only 24 enrolled in school. 
One-off the ladies haw:offered her services for the summer 
Bible school program for 1959. Some of the men have come to 
the Bible studies and are expressing appreciation in their 
own way. -One man gave us a-whole deer for the boat. 

On the old PH, it seemed as though we hauled young people 
to camp. Now, with the spacious accomodations of the new boat, 
there is-an atmesphere more conducive to fellowship and worship. 
We have been able to hold very successful vespers while the 
boat is under way because the noise level is low enough that 
the engines don't drown everything out. Also, the chapel is 
more like a chapel. There is room for the travelers to spread 
out, and their bunks are not always wet. For the first time, 
we have been able to introduce camp crafts and ideas on the 
way to camp since we have the new facilities. An amazing change 
has taken place over every group of campers who has gone to 
camp between the time they leave the boat at camp and come on 
board to go home. When they come,they are relative strangers. 
When they go, they are relatives--in Christ. they have found 
new friendship and common ways which takes all the difference 
in this world. 


OPEN HOUSE (open boat) 


The open house which we have held on the boat from time 
to time as we come into the village or town ports has done 
much to increase the understanding and support of our work. 
Many church people had never heard of our boat ministry, un- 
believable as it sounds, until we gave them an opportunity to 
visit. We are fishers of men on a different kind of fish boat. 


NEEDS 


In the years to follow, we need to concentrate on trying 
to follow up on our initial calls. With only one stop a year, 
sopeople get the idea that we are only joy-riding inspite of 
our efforts. A consistant ministry to peoples! needs bring 
results in profession and commitment. 
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We need to develop or get hold of some wéll-written 
literature which will appeal to loggers, fishermen, and 
prospectors. this group of people is generally found in 
some other denomination than Presbyterian because our mater- 
ial is geared for higher-educated white-collar and blue- 
collar workers, and this doés not, in general, appeal to the 
independent type of thinker we find among the foregoing 
vocations. Any help along this line will be appreciated. 

A mimeograph machine, not any type of spirit duplicator, 
would be a very useful tool on the boat. 

A communion set which will serve hO people is needed, a 
Small, compact, portable set is preferred. Several small sets, 
such as are used by military chaplains whald be good. 

A three-speed record player with jacks for a speaker 
System would contribute to our meetings on the boat and 
be useful in certain limited occasions coming into or leaving 
port. 


tn all of our efforts, we seek to serve the Lord in every 
way possible so that men might know the light of life in 
Christ Jesus. Gertie&s work at home vrovides mute testimony 
that her faithfulness and understanding undergird a type of 
work which would be unbearable under other conditions of at- 
titude and conviction. Her devotion to the responsibilities 
placed upon us as a family working under the board makes her 
every bit the missionary which 1 tr¢ to be. May the Lord sive 
increase to the efforts done by everyone of us Of the Christian 
fold in this year of our sord 1958 and bless our efforts in 
the time which He gives to complete the good work which He has 


begun in us. Wy ) y, 
(XL ; Wet a 


Bill Zeiger’ 


